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	BLAIRGOWRIE AND RATTRAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL


Agreed Minutes of the Community Council ordinary meeting 
held on 9th November 2023 at 7pm at the BaRi Building and online via ZOOM.
	ATTENDANCE

BRCC Members

Scott MacGregor (SM)

David Cuthill (DC)
Steve Johnson (SJ)
Gina Purrmann (GP)

Pete Richardson (PR)

Lesley McDonald (LM)
Sue Hart (SH)


	Chair

Vice-chair

Treasurer

Secretary


	Councillors 

Bob Brawn (BB)
Caroline Shiers (CS)

Tom McEwen (TM)

Press

Clare Damodaran (CD)
Laura Rodger (minutes)

10 members of the public 

Fire Service
	APOLOGIES
Fire Service
Jamie Louise Morrison (JLM)
ABSENCES

Pat Marshall (PM)
Police Service

	Item 1 – Welcome and Introductions
SM welcomed everyone to the meeting at 19:00. SM asked all attendees for permission for the minute taker to record this meeting solely for the purpose of writing up the minutes; they will not share the recording and will delete it as soon as the minutes have been written. SM made all aware that no fire alarms are planned, and the location of emergency exits and bathrooms. The members of the community council introduced themselves for the benefit of the members of the public attending.
	

	Item 2 – Apologies
Apologies received from Jamie Louise Morrison (JLM)
	

	Item 3 – Adoption of draft minutes of the 12th of October 2023 meeting
Amendments: Hopefully information about ‘red sheet’ or ‘as per red sheet’ to be added on page 3. On page 4 under traffic matters yellow lines around the old cross and the bus stop markings. The roads team meeting is currently not scheduled. The 6 priorities of the meetings are being addressed and once they’ve been completed a new 6 will be identified. 
Minutes proposed by DC and seconded by LM.
Decision: October 2023 minutes approved with amendments. 
	LR

	Item 4 – Police & Fire Reports 
Fire Report:
Blairgowrie were mobilised 30 times in October to a range of operational incidents across Perth & Kinross. Community Safety Engagement: Blairgowrie Fire Station hosted its first Blue Light Award. The course was run over 3 days; it aimed to educate young people on fire safety, anti-social behaviour, water safety, and life-saving skills like CPR. Another aim was to teach the students all about the role of emergency service workers in the hope of inspiring young people into blue light careers. Each day was led by a different service;

Day 1 - Students learned the skills and values of a Fire fighter.

Day 2 - Run by the Scottish Ambulance Service and day 3 by Police Scotland.

Day 3 - 13 students carried out a confirmation exercise to display their new skills to family and friends before receiving their certificates. They worked together to roll out hose and extinguish a fire, before stabilising a car and rescuing a casualty on a long board. They finished the display by demonstrating their throw line skills.

Feedback from the students and families was brilliant, one parent said 'Thank you so much for delivering this over the last 3 days. Archie has had a great time and enjoyed learning about possible career options as well as learning some great new skills'

Police Report: 
Since 2018, specialist resources have supported local officers across the country as part of Operation Moonbeam, following significant disorder and antisocial behaviour in 2017, which saw members of the emergency services, including police officers, attacked. In 2022, parts of the country were subjected to unacceptable levels of firework-related criminality, which caused considerable distress to communities and resulted in high-value damage to property. In response to this, an enhanced level of Public Order resource is being deployed during Operation Moonbeam 2023 to provide further support and protection to police officers, other emergency service workers and the general public. In October last year, new legislation was introduced under the Fireworks and Pyrotechnic Articles (Scotland) Act. This legislation makes the proxy purchasing of fireworks for anyone under the age of 18 a criminal offence. Those in breach of this legislation will be subject to a fine of £5,000, a six-month prison term, or both. Police Scotland targeted drugs dealers who exploit vulnerable young people during a national County Lines Intensification Week of activity – between Monday, 9 October and Friday, 15 October 2023. Proactive action by officers across the country saw a number of vulnerable people being identified and safeguarded and addresses used for cuckooing being visited. Illegal drugs and offensive weapons, including a firearm, were also recovered.
	

	Item 5 – Matters raised by members of the public
a. Keay Street – Planning Issue
A member of the public came to the meeting a couple of months ago to raise this issue. There has now been an update to this – it is now a class 5 industrial planning application. They have until the 17th of November to make an objection to the planning authority. They have a number of objections such as it does not comply with the local area plan for Perthshire, such as not complying with noise levels in a residential area. The previous two occupants were also running class 5 businesses without the correct planning permission. They also noted that it is a conservation area, so proposals need to enhance the area’s character and appearance. Residents are subjected to noise pollution. Not compliant with several policies in the local area plan. The applicant has put out a supporting statement responding to the residents’ original complaints, but this was made when it was a class 1 application. The response stated that it has been a joiner’s workshop in the past, but this ignores the fact that this was not compliant with planning. The response also stated that there had been no complaints until April, despite the fact that they had been running since September. The member of the public highlighted that they did not register any complaints until the noise level worsened. The member of the public also highlighted the traffic issues which have arisen since the laundry business started running – the owners have tried to downplay this. Environmental health officers have registered that there are dangerous levels of noise being heard from neighbour’s garden. The member of the public also emphasised how the business is a fire hazard due to the chemicals and equipment in use. There are timber buildings which adjoin these buildings, once of these structures is a building. They also raised the issue of health risks caused by micro-fibre pollution. There is a lot of reference in the application that they have no plans to expand the business in the future. The member of the public highlighted that even if the laundry business vacates the premises, a class 5 industrial zone would adversely impact the local residents in the future. A second member of the public highlighted that this is lowering the value of their houses. BB is not able to comment but noted that there are letters of support that will go before the committee as well. A member of the public responded that no one is denying that we do need a laundry, but that should not be in the middle of a conservation/residential zone. They also noted that there are now acoustic panels in place around the business and other noise abatement measures. This proves that this is making more noise than what would be expected from domestic appliances. TM noted that he is happy to make a deposition with the group to the planning committee. A member of the public also stated that there had been a problem with drains. SM stated that the only way that BRCC could support the residents is to put in a letter of objection. CS also stated that they could work with the business to potentially find an alternative location. DC echoed this, noting that it’s important that the laundry does go ahead, but not on that site. SM said that they will look at the supporting documents and objections and will make a response on behalf of BRCC. DC also emphasised that if members of the public do know the legislation that it is in breach of, they should direct BRCC to it as the community council might not always have this information. Letters of support/objection must be in by the 17th of November 2023. 
b. Kirk Wynd 

A visitor from Australia attended to raise an issue on behalf of his father who lives on Kirk Wynd. Due to the narrow streets, it is difficult for the bin trucks to get through and over time, it is causing damage to the resident’s wall as well as heightening issues on the surface of the road. There is paint from the lorries on the wall. They highlighted that there is a need for traffic/parking management, or for a smaller vehicle to go up there. SM said that they have discussed this issue before and requested that a smaller vehicle be sent up there instead and asked why this has not been happening. DC also highlighted that there was an incident where a fire engine could not go up that street. DC also suggested that it might be worth pursuing turning this into a one-way street. CS noted that several attempts have already been made to notify and remind local residents about bin collections to organise for cars to be moved to varying amounts of success. CS also updated that meetings have been set up with representatives at PKC to address the issue of the resident’s wall. SM asked why a pick-up cannot be put up that street as there is someone out in the pick-up every week. CS replied that there is a heavy workload. WC Paul Smith added that if there was a problem at Kirk Wynd, the fire engine would just stop as close as possible and work from there as the street is not big. It’s not ideal, but they can work around it. CS will take this forward with the affected resident. This will be on the agenda for an update next month. A question was also asked by a member of the public about how the fire service get to Stormont Lodge. WC Paul Smith replied that they get a GPS marker and that they then plot their own route which may not necessarily be the fastest. There is a note on Kirk Wynd in their system that alerts them to travel via upper Allan Street. 
c. Damage to the bridge at the top of Upper Allan Street

BB stated that the damage is going to be repaired this year. GP said that two lorries have caused further damage to the bridge. The lorries are struggling to easily take that corner. BB will follow up on this. 
	TM

BRCC

CS

BB

	Item 6 – Matters arising/reports back
a) Top-Up Tap

GP has a new contact that she is going to chase regarding this. 
b) Black Gate Croft Lane

BB said that this has been done. SM agreed and highlighted that the overgrowth has been cut back. 
c) Fly bags on fence behind West Park development

No update on this
d) Giant Hogweed in PKC depot & on public footpath
CS updated that this has been reported. 
	GP


	Item 7 – Regular Reports
a) Resilience/Flooding PR/SM

PR updated that they were unsuccessful in the SSEN funding application. 6 people have registered their interest in joining the resilience team. It is hoped that a meeting could be set up in the next couple of weeks to go over what is involved. Next local resilience meeting is on Monday. Two defibrillators were accessed in the past 10-12 days. On the 24th of November, there is a meeting drop-in session at Alyth Town Hall for the Strathmore Resilience Groups between 3:30pm and 7:30pm. This is for members of the public to find out more about flooding in the area. 
b) Climate Action DC/GP/JM

DC brought up that he is noticing that Blairgowrie is frequently being cut off and highlighted issues such as the Cargill Dip. TM said that this has been reported and will be investigated. TM also pointed out that clearing of the drains reduced flooding issues. DC noted the second critical area at Buttery Bank. TM has no problem with both issues being addressed, but that financially, Cargill Dip is the one most likely to be sorted as it will be around 10% of the cost. DC replied that matters are going to get worse, so it is better that it gets addressed as soon as possible. Another member of the public noted that the best way to sort flooding out is to allow farmers to put measures in place to stop flooding such as dredging.  GP highlighted on Monday evening there is a climate conversation at St Catherine’s Hall. GP had received a number of emails concerning the Green Living Participatory Budgeting Fund. GP said we may be able to access this fund as biodiversity is a category of resilience which meets the criteria. GP proposed we look at this during the interim meeting. 
c) Twinning GP/SM

There was an unofficial visit from the president of the French twinning group. They were kept very busy and attended a ceilidh. GP added that they are trying to connect with some fire fighters for twinning. DC will also reach out to see if this can be done in Pleasanton. DC added that Fergus, Ontario, Canada, is also keen to share culture between our respective games and there is an open invitation for people from Blairgowrie to attend. Their games will be held on the 9th – 11th of August, 2024. In 2023, Fergus Games hosted 24,000 guests, athletes, competitors and volunteers. More information can be found on their website www.fergusscottishfestival.com.
d) Maintenance in Blairgowrie & Rattray
This format has been changed to avoid confusion and overlap between topics. 
   i. Built Environment -  three priorities have been identified already. BB is attending a meeting regarding this tomorrow and will update SM following this. SM will now be attending that meeting at 11:30am. BB noted that although nothing will be growing over the winter, it is important that residents see that things are being done.
   ii. Open Space – A meeting of the open spaces focus group will be taking place. A bi-monthly newsletter will be established following this. 
	

	Item 8 – Christmas Wish Tree
SM updated that at the Christmas Lights meeting, they almost unanimously agreed that the Christmas Lights committee should be taking this on rather than BRCC. Everyone at BRCC unanimously agreed to this. SM will take this forward. 
	SM

	Item 9 – New Projects
No new projects.
	

	Item 10 – Traffic Matters
PR noted that as you head towards Perth, the temporary traffic lights are taking a long time to change. SM asked if this is something that could be reported. BB highlighted that temporary lights have to conform to the slowest/longest vehicles going through. However, BB will query this. 
	BB

	Item 11 – Planning Matters 
a. GP received a letter regarding a proposal of application notice for the addition of more battery units which does come into our area. GP proposed this be discussed at the interim meeting. This will be carried forward to then. 
b. Marlee Quarry
JLM wrote enquiring whether rich grade aggregates could be used. She appreciates the need for materials that this quarry provides, but that it is disappointing that the Scottish Government is not recognising the need to be more sustainable. She highlighted that we need to reduce our dependency on concrete. JLM hopes that day to day running of the quarry will be sustainable, but this has not been addressed. We have also been made aware that Auchterarder are working with PKC and have a community’s fund which works on the back of development. BB noted that there were over 100 objections to Marlee Quarry, TM and CS both made deputation and BB put out a motion to refuse. This was overturned. BB said that they are not obligated to set up a community fund – it would be for the community to approach them and see if they would be willing to do so. BB highlighted that such funds are usually associated with wind farms such as Drumderg. BB has written to the strategic officer to see if it is potentially possible for Blairgowrie to get a similar fund, but suspects that this funding opportunity will be unique to Auchterarder. CS also pointed out that there are few facilities in Auchterarder and that £600,000 will not make up this short fall. DC inquired about TM’s comment that Blairgowrie and Rattray are not taking their share of population growth. TM clarified that this is simply due to where new housing is being built. TM will forward necessary documentation regarding ‘Missing Shares’ to GP. He stated that this idea may be able to be enacted in Blairgowrie. 
	BRCC

TM

	Item 12 – Chair’s Report
Nothing to add that has not already been discussed. 
	

	Item 13 – Treasurer’s Report 
Admin 

Sep balance


£120.06
Minutes

£30
£120.06
Nov balance


£90.06



Projects
Oct balance


£5,457.96
Well money
£362.67
£5,820.63
Nov Balance


£5,820.63
Fireworks/Community Event
£211.89
Resilience


£4,261.12
Well (Defib)


£547.44
Bench



£253.52
Christmas Tree/Festive

£446.56  
Wish Tree


£100
	 

	Item 14 – Secretary’s Correspondence. 
GP updated that most of it has already been covered in the meeting. Blairgowrie Library are celebrating Book Week Scotland with a book signing from an author. PKC’s Community Council Officer has sent notice notifying them about the My Place Awards. More information is on the PKC website. GP added that with this meeting we celebrate the one year anniversary of this iteration of the community council. It is also the 50 year anniversary of Community Councils.
	

	Item 15 – Councillor’s Reports

BB updated with a reminder that this Sunday is Remembrance Sunday and that there will be an event in the Wellmeadow. At the junction Essendy Rd/Perth Rd, turning out of Essendy Rd on to the Perth Road is difficult. BB is following up to see about what can be done. There have been further attempts made to break in at Rosemount nursing home. PKC have guaranteed that they will keep it secure. There was a meeting last week of the environment infrastructure committee. All flats now will require planning permission to be a short-term let. 
CS had a number of points to update on: Marlee Quarry – hugely disappointed and very concerned at this outcome. There will inevitably be a negative impact on the immediate neighbours to the site but also on the wider community and indeed, on homes not built yet. There has been suggestion that Lairds be approached re an informal community benefit agreement. That would be for the community council or the BRDT to propose. Wellmeadow Public Toilets – campaign launched to keep these open in their current format. Appreciate costs involved, but that is just what is required with some public services and it is a basic human need to use the loo.  Wellmeadow Pea Lights – an order has been placed to repair these but going forward we need to look again at them.  Also, a discussion around funding the relocation of the Wellmeadow electricity boxes is needed. Sub group of BRCC/BRDT and users of the Wellmeadow? On-going complaints about bins not being emptied and especially dog waste bins at Walnut Grove/Gean Grove. Was being cleared today. Ditto issues with leaf clearing around the town.  Asked questions re TACTRAN £100K for the cycle/footpath in Coupar Angus. Not in BRCC area but has been asked a lot. On-going concern re the Cuttle Burn which has been raised with Chris Martin of PKC. Asked when the drop-in session re the Surface water flooding/drainage situation will be held. Following complaints, asked about the operation of the recycling centre with new hours. Many of the challenges are the way that users drive around the site. It is frustrating, but it would help if people were patient and allowed others to complete their tasks to keep the traffic flowing. Concerned to see damage to the picnic table at Davie Park and litter by the pond. Planning a litter pick in the area by the pond on Sunday 26 November if anyone is free.  Positive meeting with Blair Juniors re Phase Two of Davie Park Pavillion. Santa sleigh week of 11th Dec. BRCC night (Tuesday or Friday) from 6pm.

TM added that the school exclusion zone was recently enforced and 7 people got tickets. Still waiting to see if 20mph zones are going to become statutory or not. East Perthshire Action Partnership has a closing date of the 15th of December. The Blairgowrie Recreation Centre is currently going to plan and should be opening in December of next year. 
	

	Item 16 – AOCB
SM raised that the Christmas lights go up in Blairgowrie and Rattray this weekend. The Christmas lights get switched on on the 25th. Meeting closed at 20:46.
	

	Date of Next Meeting: 14th December 2023, 7pm at the BaRi Building & 6.45pm online.
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